DARGLE CONSERVANCY
Action Plan Minutes of Committee Meeting held at The Boma on 29" November 2023 at 18h00

Present: Ashley Crookes, Belinda Charlton, Shelbi Wetton, Danny Raath, Kevin Barnsley, Lynne
Garbutt, Mike Corlett.

Apologies: Gilly Robartes

¢ The minutes of the last meeting held in August 2023, had been
distributed and taken as read. AC

Items carried forward from previous minutes:

e Refuse sign to be erected at Tanglewood site. Kevin to action. KB

River Monitors Project

e This project is up and running.

e Aglitch in the app is that any online students or those receiving grants
are denied registration, which means we have lost good candidates.

e 10 ladies and one leader with good competency are working twice a
week. KB

e The team has worked in Lions River, John Bronner and Kevin Barnsley’s
farm.

e Biggest challenge is the shortage of herbicides.

® We have received some donations from landowners.

e Qurinvestment is R26k, Lynne to keep a tally of this.

Herbicide assistance programme
e Landowners need to submit their polygons in order to qualify.
e Herbicides are there but are not being made available to us due to red
tape and time wastage by DFF.
e The programme is moving forward, and we will eventually get it right. KB
e Hoping for products next week to distribute.
Working on Water project
® Online information session will take place this week. KB
e The objective is to provide employment, but we all agree that the R138
wage per day is too low.
® |tis not seen as a good partnership at the moment.
CKZN Feedback

® Meeting postponed KB
Finances:

® Current bank balances: Current account R13 521.37

® Money Market account R96 743.09 LG

e All subs have been paid to date.

® The question was posed, how do we encourage commitment from
landowners? KB

e Kevin to write something up on WhatsApp to the community to show
deep rootedness of the HDLA and how closely it works with the
uMngeni municipality.




Education

Mike to get this going in 2024.

Include FreeMe Wildlife school visits.

Consider Dingo from Piggly Wiggly — need to determine transport costs
to bus the children there.

Consider the SPCA who give talks for free.

Include a youth initiative — walk with Howick High and Prep school
students in DCin order to earn their “gold certificates”.

One or two talks a year as a goal.

We need to target Misty Meadows school and Lions River Primary.
Consider Danny and Shelbi of Tillietudlum Nature Reserve as liaisons
on some interests.

MC

Member Programme

Talks and activities held & planned so far for 2023 include:

o Held 25% January — Tree Talk (David Johnson).
Held 15t March — Geological/Rocks Talk (John Roff).
Held 12t March — Guided Bird Walk by Shane Bennett
Held 26th April — Bird Talk (Adam Riley).
Held 31t May — AGM
Held 21°t June — Rise of the Phoenix (Tammy Caine)
Held 23™ Aug — Raptor talk (David Johnson).
Held 16t Sept — D17 walk with St Andrews Church
Held 15% Oct — Kids Scavenger Hunt at iNhlosane
Mountain/Mount Park Guest Farm (Julia Invernizzi)
Held 26" Nov — Bird Walk (Adam Riley)
o Kilglobbin Forest Walk — first Thursday of every month
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Talks for 2024
o 24 January - Cape Parrot Talk (Prof Downs) - AC
14 February — Butterflies (Clive Curtis) - AC
27 March - Vultures (Brent Coverdale) - AC
April - Frogs talk?
April — Rhinos talk? Jacques Flamaand is the contact.
29 May — AGM? tbc
Oct — Kids Scavenger Hunt at iNhlosane Mountain/Mount Park
Guest Farm (Julia Invernizzi)
o iNhlosane hike — autumn or May/August
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Membership definition:

R300 flat rate for same household membership.

One vote per membership at meetings.

Quorum needs to change, so suggested and approved at next AGM.
The AGM could possibly take place at one of our talks.

Revive Wildlife Sightings newsletter.
Sightings of animals and a blurb on social media and email to
members.

All

BC

General

Kevin discussed the success of the heart-shaped road speeding sign on
the D17.

KB




e Difficult to evaluate its effect, but the sign is appealing.

e Alight hearted sign (owl or similar silhouette) is needed on the P134 — AC
R600 at Signco. River Signs still needs a DC sponsorship sign printed.
e Danny will find out more about the walks on offer at Impendle Nature DR
Reserve. DR
e Tillietudlum Nature reserve is an identified bird area and they can host
possible walks. DR
e Belinda to check up on the NPO status of the DC. BC
e Everlasting flower is very prolific this year. It is indigenous and Kevin
will find out more about it. KB
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at
7.30pm.
Next Committee meeting will be held around 28 Feb 2024 AC




